
 Board Rule 502 
Notice of Pending Proposal (NPP) for a New Program of Instruction 

(To be completed by the Provost's Office) 

1. Institution:

              UA                                             UAB                                              UAH

Please select more than one institution for cooperative, joint, and shared degree programs.

2. Date of NPP Submission (mm/dd/yyyy):

3. Contact Information
Institutional Contact Person:

Telephone:

Email:

4. Program Identification
Program Name:

Degree Nomenclature:
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5. 6-digit CIP Code:

6. Program Mode of Delivery
Provide the planned delivery format(s) (i.e., in-person, online, hybrid) of the program along 
with the planned location(s) at which the program will be delivered (i.e., on-campus and/or at 
specific off-campus instructional site(s)). Please also note whether any program 
requirements can be completed through competency-based assessment.

          In-person Online    Hybrid 

          On-campus Off-campus    Competency-based

          Other, please describe:

7. Select a meeting for Board consideration:

o April 11-12, 2024

o June 6-7, 2024

o September 12-13, 2024

o November 7-8, 2024

o February 6-7, 2025

o April 3-4, 2025

o June 5-6, 2025

o September 11-12, 2025

o November 6-7, 2025

o February 5-6, 2026

o April 2-3, 2026

o June 4-5, 2026
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8. Is the proposed academic degree program currently listed on your campus Three-
Year Academic Program Planning Report that is annually submitted to the Board of
Trustees?

o Yes

o No

If no, please explain. 

9. Provide a brief description of the program.
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10. Relationship of program to other programs within the institution.

10.1. How will the program support or be supported by other programs within the 
institution? 

10.2. Will this program replace any existing program(s) or specialization(s), option(s) or 
concentration(s) within existing programs? 

o Yes

o No

If yes, please explain: 

11. If this program is similar or duplicative of any other programs in the system or the
state, please give your rationale for program duplication.
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12. Do you plan to explore possible program collaboration with other
institutions?  Please explain.

13. Please describe the need and/or level of student demand for this program.
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	mmddyyyy: 
	Institutional Contact Person: Carmen Coleman
	Telephone: (205) 348-3439
	Email: crjones18@ua.edu
	Program name: Biomedical Engineering
	Degree Nomenclature: M.S.
	Other please describe: 
	6digit CIP Code: 14.0501
	Group4: Choice1
	Three year plan: 
	Program description: The proposed master degree program in Biomedical Engineering will offer an interdisciplinary curriculum designed to train students with breadth and depth of knowledge related to the biomedical field, to familiarize students with emerging techniques, tools, and materials in the field of biomedical engineering, and to prepare students as professionals in biomedical or biotechnology industries. The Biolmedical Engineering (M.S.) program will have a strong focus on Biomaterials: Tissue Engineering, Drug Delivery, Polymers/ Plastics, Nanotechnology, and Bioprocessing, which are in line with the faculty expertise and research areas. 
	Program support: The proposed program will provide additional opportunities to students who are in related programs, such as Chemical and Biological Engineering, Biology, Mechanical Engineering, Biochemistry, etc.
	Replace other programs: 
	Program duplication: Another Biomedical Engineering  M.S. program is offered at UAB. 
The proposed program will complement, rather than compete with, the existing program by offering a different program focus. In particular, the proposed program will focus on the interests of current students and prospective students in biomedical engineering fields. Many of them are interested in opportunities to receive biomedical engineering training. The proposed Biomedical Engineering (M.S.) program will expand educational and career opportunities for students from a diverse disciplinary background.
	Collaboration: The immediate collaboration will be with Stillman College via the accelerated masters program, which allow students from Stillman College to attend the MS program as apart of the UA-Stillman Cooperative Exchange Program.
	Student demand: I have collected student interest data from several aspects: 
1. Based on surveys of students in our CHE 125 “Introduction to Chemical Engineering” course, approximately 60% of the entering freshmen are interested in pursuing a medical-related career (medical, dental, pharmaceuticals, etc.).  This is based on a ~90% response rate.  Our incoming class in Chemical Engineering is currently approximately 150 students.  During on-site prospective student visits, many of the visiting students indicate their strong interest in a Biomedical Engineering degree option at UA.  

2. We currently offer a Biological Engineering concentration within our chemical engineering (B.S.) degree program, which was launched in Fall 2021. Although it is a  new concentration, we already have 54 students in the program.

3. In spring 2024, we surveyed our current chemical engineering students whether they would be interested in pursuing a Biomedical Engineering (M.S.) degree if it is offered. The responses were overwhelmingly positive with 53 of our current students indicating “Definitely YES” and 23 additional students indicating “Maybe YES”.  Additionally, during spring 2024, we conducted surveys of students’ future career interests within the chemical engineering program. Among the 285 students surveyed, over 50% of the students plan to pursue a career in Biotechnology, Healthcare/Medicine, or Pharmaceuticals.  Overall, our data supports a strong interest in a Biomedical Engineering (M.S.) degree program, as well as careers in this field.
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