
THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 

Resolution 

Granting Initial Approval of and Permission to Submit to the Alabama 
Commission on Higher Education (ACHE) a Proposal for a Doctor of 

Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice (CIP Code 
45.0401) in the Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice in the 

College of Arts and Sciences 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees approved the Notification of Intent to Submit a 
Proposal (NISP) for the Criminology and Criminal Justice (Ph.D.) program on February 
2, 2024: and 

WHEREAS, the Governor of Alabama has called for multifaceted solutions driven 
by research and data to address challenges associated with criminal justice, prisons, and 
violent crime; and 

WHEREAS, The University of Alabama is nationally ranked among “R1 - Doctoral 
Universities – Very high research activity” but does not have a doctoral program in 
criminology or criminal justice befitting that status; and 

WHEREAS, The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice has one of the 
largest undergraduate programs at The University of Alabama and a strong Master’s 
program; and 

WHEREAS, The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice has a young 
cadre of strong faculty members with nationally and internationally recognized research 
accomplishments who could mentor the next generation of experts; and 

 WHEREAS, the highest levels of education are required to train the next 
generation of post-secondary educators, intelligence analysts, digital forensics analysts, 
social scientists, and criminal justice practitioners; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of The University 
of Alabama that it grants initial approval of and permission to submit to the Alabama 
Commission on Higher Education (ACHE) a Proposal for a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 
degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice (CIP Code 45.0401) in the Department of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice in the College of Arts and Sciences at The University of 
Alabama. 

































 
 

Board Rule 502 
New Program Proposal Supplement 

  
In addition to the items ACHE has requested for program proposals, please include the 
following additional items when developing and submitting academic program proposals 
to the System Office and the Board of Trustees for approval. 

  
1. Institution: 

• UA 

  
2. Program Identification 

Program Name: Criminology and Criminal Justice 
Degree Nomenclature: Ph. D. 
Date of NPP Submission: NISP 2/2/2024 
  
3. CIP Code 

2-digit CIP Code: 45 SOCIAL SCIENCES 
4-digit CIP Code: 45 SOCIAL SCIENCES ~ 45.04 Criminology 
6-digit CIP Code: 45 SOCIAL SCIENCES ~ 45.04 Criminology ~ 45.0401 Criminology 
  
4. Executive Summary (not to exceed two pages) 

In recent years, the Governor of Alabama has addressed the need for 
sophisticated study and data-driven analysis of criminal justice issues that 
not only plague the nation, but also the state. As she explained in July 2019, 
“The challenges we face are multifaceted, and in turn, a multifaceted 
solution driven by data is necessary.” More recently (in December 2022), 
the Governor emphasized the need to do far more to combat violent crime 
and better support those who are victimized. 
The state of Alabama would benefit from having an internal pool of highly 
educated and well-trained experts with a Ph.D. in Criminology and Criminal 
Justice. These individuals could serve as the next generation of post-



secondary educators, intelligence analysts, digital forensics analysts, social 
scientists, and more—all of which can strengthen Alabama’s intellectual 
capital, crime-control efforts, law enforcement agencies, and corporations. 
Unfortunately, there is not a single doctoral program related to criminology 
or criminal justice in the State of Alabama, so students who wish to earn a 
Ph.D. in this field must go elsewhere. 
As the flagship, The University of Alabama is well positioned to fill this need. 
The University of Alabama is nationally ranked among “R1 - Doctoral 
Universities – Very high research activity” but does not have a doctoral 
program in criminology or criminal justice befitting that status. Fortunately, 
its Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice has one of the largest 
undergraduate programs at The University of Alabama and a strong 
Master’s program. 
The proposed doctoral program in criminology and criminal justice would 
give excellent students with Bachelor’s degrees a chance to jump right into 
the Ph.D. program (and earn their Master’s en route), and excellent 
students with Master’s degrees a chance to build on their knowledge and 
earn a terminal degree. By earning a Ph.D., Alabama students will better 
serve the state, will make themselves more competitive for top jobs, and 
can increase their earning potential by more than $10,000 per year 
according to the United States GS-11 pay scale. 
The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice already has a young 
cadre of strong faculty members with nationally and internationally 
recognized research accomplishments. Adding Ph.D. students as research 
assistants would further increase the department’s research productivity. 
According to Academic Analytics data, 85% of top-20 criminology programs 
in the United States have a Ph.D. program, and 76% of programs ranked 
above UA’s program (which is currently #38) offer a doctorate. To improve 
its national competitiveness, The University of Alabama’s Department of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice needs to add a Ph.D. program. 

  
5. Steps taken to determine if other UA System institutions might 
be interested in collaborating in the program. 

There is no current plan to collaborate with other UA System institutions. 
We are open to conversations on future prospects that would benefit both 
institutions. 

  



6. Summary of other campus comments, internal to the UA System 
or external (if any), regarding your plans for developing this 
program. Please include substantive feedback from the pre-
proposal process. 

Regarding its proposal to create a Ph.D. program, the Department of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice at The University of Alabama received 
letters of supports from Auburn University, the University of North Alabama, 
Jacksonville State University, the University of California Irvine, Indiana 
University, and John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York. 

  
7. Describe the process that will be used by your institution for 
routine internal and/or external program review. 

All departments at The University of Alabama undergo academic program 
review (APR) approximately every eight years. The APR process includes a 
departmental self-study, an on-site visit by a review team with internal and 
external members, and a department-created strategic action plan informed 
by the review team’s recommendations. 

  
8. Describe the process that will be used in assessing program 
outcomes (to include student learning outcomes). 

All academic programs are required to submit annual assessment reports 
that includes student learning outcomes, measures to collect data, analysis 
of data, and plans for the use of data for continuous improvement. 
Students completing the Criminology and Criminal Justice (Ph.D.) program 
will be able to: 
1. Theories and Previous Knowledge: Students will formulate original 
research questions and hypotheses that are commensurate with the level of 
a Ph.D. researcher and are directly informed by their knowledge of 
criminological theories and previous academic scholarship. 
2. Research Methods: Students will create original research designs 
commensurate with the level of a Ph.D. researcher and employ quantitative 
and/or qualitative methods for hypothesis testing and/or inductive analyses. 
3. Specialization: Students will develop expertise in a specialized area for 
which they have a comprehensive understanding of the leading scholars, 
most significant work, and unanswered questions. 

  
 



Other pertinent information, if any. 
The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice’s most recent 
Academic Program Review (in 2015) received an External Consultant 
Report from Dr. Thomas Blomberg, Dean of the College of Criminology and 
Criminal Justice at Florida State University. 
The Report's Recommendations included that for this department, The 
University of Alabama should “Implement a Ph.D. program over a 5 year 
span.” 
The External Consultant further summarized that, “The program is 
comparable to a number of the better criminal justice programs across the 
country that do not include a Ph.D. program... It is my professional 
judgement that UA could successfully build a nationally recognized 
Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice within 10 years. Clearly, the 
state of Alabama would benefit from having such a program of research 
distinction at its flagship University, as would its undergraduate and 
graduate students.” 
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