
Kathleen Blake Yancey, Florida State University
kyancey@fsu.edu

Electronic Portfolios: 
Definitions, Models, and Promising Practices





What is an ePortfolio?

And why are people 
so interested in them?





Scenarios!





























New Directions: An ePortfolio Curriculum?



Portfolio Making-ness

The primary focus of the course will be on collecting 
and organizing digital artifacts, selecting appropriate 

and varied items for each e-portfolio, and reflecting on 
your work through biographical self-introductions, 

informative captions, reflective cover letters, and 
focused (rubric-based) self-assessments. 







Welcome to college
Welcome to the world
Welcome to the major
Welcome to the profession
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In Sum: 

An ePortfolio is not an ePortfolio is not an ePortfolio

Author(s)

Purpose(s)

Audience(s)

Materials

Reflection

Platform

Access

Time

Display

Review Processes

Ownership

Infrastructure

. . . 

Collection
Selection
Reflection?

Unit of Activity
Respond?
Assess?
Embedded
Design



AND WHAT ABOUT REFLECTION? 



REFLECTIVE PROCESSES, PER SCHULMAN AND YANCEY

***OCCLUDE THE FLOW OF PRACTICE

***REVIEW, OFTEN IN THE COMPANY OF OTHERS

***EXPLAIN TO OTHERS (AND THUS TO ONESELF)

MOVING FROM SPECIFIC TO GENERAL

USING KEY TERMS/VOCABULARY

SO AS TO THEORIZE AND SET THE STAGE
FOR FUTURE ACTION



 Account of process

 Self-assessment generally

 Self-assessment in terms of outcomes

 Account of learning; acct keyed to development?

 Synthesis: making knowledge 

 The development of a theory

 Connection of prior and new knowledge

 Goal-setting

 Other . . . 



Description of process

Outcomes

Integration

General development







Besides demonstrating a student’s grasp of the central 
subject of their studies, web portfolios promote four goals 
of liberal learning: 

--recognizing connections
--being reflective about intellectual and personal growth
--building intellectual community, and 
--building bridges to communities outside the academy.



Excellent web portfolios

--the meaningful coherence of the whole

--the quality of the individual pages

--the clarity and logic of the overall design

--the creativity and thoroughness of the links

--the degree to which the rationale for particular links 

is explicit and sensible

--the critical judgment apparent in the selection of 

external sites

--the extent of the portfolio, and 

--the portfolio’s overall aesthetic quality.

And …



Curriculum

•Each of the parts

•And the whole—coherence, design,

extent, and aesthetics

•Richly linky—creative, thorough,

explained, selection 



Inviting Reflection 
and Practicing Assessment

•Outcomes keyed to curriculum or integrative 
learning: development/achievement?

•The “Alverno Model”: 3 dimensions and 
development (advising; developed from 
student work)

•The St Olaf Model: ePortfolio-specific 
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