
WORKSHOP: ASSESSING EPORTFOLIOS

ePortfolio Models, Scoring Guides, and In Practice



HOW WILL WE ASSESS EPORTFOLIOS?

And what difference does the  model make?





A CLASS EPORTFOLIO
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Portfolio Making-ness

The primary focus of the course will be on collecting 
and organizing digital artifacts, selecting appropriate 

and varied items for each e-portfolio, and reflecting on 
your work through biographical self-introductions, 

informative captions, reflective cover letters, and 
focused (rubric-based) self-assessments. 
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HOW DO SCORING GUIDES FUNCTION?

• They establish parameters.

• They privilege certain features as they 
exclude others.

• They convey what they privilege within a 
visual rhetoric.

• They articulate a curriculum; they can be 
used to collect information 
(evidence/documentation) on process and
product, on consumption and production.

• They can provide space for an individual 
student "inside" the curriculum.



BUT THEY HAVE PROBLEMS . . .

• They can determine (rather than influence) 

behavior

• They suggest a precision that is false

• They can’t include everything

• Sometimes they “measure” something other 

than what was intended

• The benchmarks can slip



STILL . . .

Can you create a guide that is specific in outcomes and 

flexible in application?

Can you create a guide that encourages students to 

engage in processes?

Can you create a guide that encourage students to 

engage in self-assessment

synthesis, interdisciplinarity, and integrative 

learning?



READ ;) (in teams?)

1. What does this ePortfolio do? 

2. What did you like?

3. What concerns/questions do you 

have?



SCORE!

How did they work?

What recommendations 
would you make?













SOME GUIDANCE ON GUIDES

CREATE A VOCABULARY THAT MOVES 

STUDENTS INTO THE CURRICULUM; HELPS THEM 

LEARN WHAT THE CURRICULUM INCLUDES; 

CONNECTS THEM TO WORK OUTSIDE THE CLASS; 

AND ASSISTS THEM IN TRANSFERRING WHAT 

THEY HAVE LEARNED TO NEW SITES

CONSIDER HOW MUCH OF THAT LANGUAGE IS 

DISCIPLINARY: IS THIS A MARKER OF GREATER 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT?



CONNECT THIS VOCABULARY TO LARGER 

(NATIONAL?) INTELLECTUAL FRAMEWORKS 

WORK FROM STUDENT TEXTS TO DEVELOP A 

LANGUAGE THAT DESCRIBES WHAT IS VALUED: 

“GRAPPLES WITH”

CREATE A GUIDE THAT SHOWS STUDENTS HOW 

THEY CAN MOVE UP FROM ONE LEVEL OF QUALITY 

TO THE NEXT

USE A MODEL THAT HAS AN EVEN NUMBER OF 

POINTS

IF POSSIBLE, BUILD IN STUDENTS’ GOALS.

REVISE THE MODEL AS YOU GO.



THANK YOU!


